Chapter VIII
THE YELLOW BOOK

IT HAS long been held that The Yellow Book owed its
origin to a banquet held in February, 1894, under
the presidency of Mr. Waldorf Astor (afterwards
Lord Astor), in honour of Bill Nye, a popular American
humorist. John Lane, Henry Harland and Aubrey
Beardsley were among the company. After the banquet
the three of them repaired to the Hogarth Club, where
they met George Moore, Frank Harris and M. H.
Spielmann. The talk turned upon literary criticism and
the comparative merits of French and English critics.
Moore and Harris maintained that criticism worthy of
the name simply did not exist in England. John Lane,
citing the names of Richard Garnett, Andrew Lang,
Churton Collins, George Saintsbury William Archer,
Edmund Gosse, Richard Le Gallienne, Arthur Symons,
Arthur Waugh and some others, stoutly upheld the
contrary. Beardsley was disposed to agree that, at any
rate, there were no art critics in England except Joseph
Pennell, and he was an American. In the end, Moore
and Harris appear to have carried the day, and, in spite
of Lane, it seems to have been agreed not only that
there were no critics, but no reviews of any real sig-
nificance in England.

Took here. Lane,' they said, 'why don't you start a
really first-rate, up-to-date review?'